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EPIPHANY 
THE GIFT OF MYRBH 

In the first page of the Gospel is the record of God’s gift to man, the second 
page is the record of man’s gift to God. The Gospel is the good news of God’s 
Christmas gift. The answer to the Gospel is man’s giving of himself and all that 
he has to God—the only offering fit for Wise Men to make or for God to accept. 

We are reminded at Epiphany how the first act in worshipping Christ was 
that of giving. The Wise Men said they had come to worship the new-born King. 
What did they do? Did they pray? We call praying an act of worship, and so 
it is. Yet not by prayer or by song did they first worship Christ. “ When they 
had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts, gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.” Thus giving was the first act of worship paid by mortal man to the 
Son of the Most High. 

Some people seem to think that the collection plate is almost out of place in 
the house of God. They look upon it as an interruption of worship. But instead 
it is a most important part of worship. Those who object to giving in church 
would have felt strangely out of place with the Magi in their worship of the 
Lord—a scene over which the holy angels hovered. 

“ . . . Myrrh.” A brief catalogue of the Epiphany gifts which the Wise 

Men brought to Christ ends with this word. It was the wisest of the Wise Men 
who came last in the procession and brought the gift of myrrh. 

The first Wise Man brought gold, for gold is the fairest and most enduring 
of all metals. There are few things that cannot be bought with gold. Great is 
the power which gold brings with it. Gold is the kingliest of metals, fit to offer 
to the King of Kings. They brought gold in deed and in symbol. The second 
Wise Man, still wiser, brought incense. Through all ages incense has been a sign 
and symbol of worship. Worship—worthy-ship—worthy above all else that lives 
is the Lamb of God—worthy of praise and prayerful worship. To men of all 
languages incense speaks in a way that all . can comprehend. “ Myrrh” —the 
symbol of pain and sorrow. He who brought myrrh was the wisest of the three 
Wise Men, for all that is beautiful, all that is sweet and true and noble, comes 
out of the bitterness of things. The highest joy comes out of pain—without the 
Cross there can be no Crown, without the battle there can be no peace. The 
key which unlocks the gate of Paradise is the key of sacrifice, pain, and suffering. 

“ Let us go even” with the shepherds “ unto Bethlehem.” “ Even.” Not an 
easy thing for them to leave their flocks; not an easy thing for the Magi to leave 
country and friends; not an easy thing for you and me to be self-denying—to 
take up our cross, to bear our pain, and to offer it unto our Lord. Yet—“ let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem.” 
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SYMPOSIUM 

HOW EFFECTIVE IS THE GUILD OF ST. BARNABAS ? HOW CAN ITS PURPOSE BE MADE 

MORE SO ? * 

The measure of the effectiveness of a guild like that of St. Barnabas, which 
has to do with the spiritual advancement of individual souls, can be known 
only to God the Omniscient. We finite minds can form an estimate only from 
outward appearances. The writer is disposed to think that the good fruits are 
far more abundant than outward evidences alone would indicate. So far as 
his observations go, there has been a very noteworthy deepening of the spiritual 
life and most commendable devotion to duty on the part of those members of 
the guild who take it seriously. The one thing needful to the well-being of the 
guild is the conviction in the minds of nurses that theirs is a vocation and not 
a mere profession, a response of the heart to the call of God, and not the mere 
choice of employment. With this will come the realization that they are God’s 
agents in working out His high purposes, ministering not merely to the needs 
of perishable bodies, but to those of immortal souls as well. This will inspire 
to higher ideals of personal fitness and awaken a sense of weakness that calls 
for Divine aid. Others who are interested in works of mercy will respond to 
the heart’s craving for mutual support and help, and the way be opened for the 
most effective work, which St. Barnabas Guild may do with eminent success 
through the church’s means of grace. In short, the guild may be juBt as effec¬ 
tive as a help to the individual nurse as she herBelf will make it. The success 
of the meetings will depend very largely on the interest and zeal of the chap¬ 
lain and the number and kind of associates he can command. The fact ought 
always to be borne in mind that the nurse’s time is precious. Meetings should 
begin promptly on the stated hour and be conducted with enthusiasm and snap. 
The overworked nurse needs recreation, so there should be abundant light enter¬ 
tainment provided by a committee having that specially in hand that the meet¬ 
ings may be physically and mentally restful aB well as spiritually uplifting. 
Only a keen realization of the need and the fitness of the guild to supply the 
need, together with well-sustained effort to promote its usefulness, will make it 
ideally effective. Rev. George D. Wright, 

Chaplain pro tem. Grace Church Branch, Chicago. 


Orange, N. J.—December has been a busy month. We held our first sewing¬ 
meeting to prepare for the sale, which formed part of a very successful entertain¬ 
ment held on the 17th, and “ a musical kettledrum, with Bale of stock collars, 
Christmas cards, and calendars,” comprised the programme. The object which 
had enlisted the sympathy of friends and members was to raise funds to assure 
the rent for one year of a room in the “ Visiting Nurses’ Settlement” for any 
nurse needing care and attention, but not seriously ill, necessitating hospital 
treatment. The articles displayed met with a ready sale, as did the tea, which 
included a dainty cup and saucer. Then we listened to and greatly enjoyed the 
high class of vocal and instrumental music with which we were favored. The 
proceeds amounted to some one hundred and thirty-three dollars. The rent is 
thereby assured, and after all unavoidable expenses have been paid a balance 
remains of about one-third of the rent for a second year should the project be 
successful. 

The organist of Grace Church, Orange, Mr. Ronald Grant, gave a recital in 
* Bead at the Annual Council. 
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that church on December 22 and offered a fine programme, which was listened to 
and appreciated by a large audience. 

We assembled again in Grace Church December 31 by way of saying farewell 
to the old year. No new members were admitted, as the nurses are more than 
usually busy. Our chaplain put before us new and deeper thoughts of the lessons 
to be gathered from the Christmas season. As usual, he has addressed a Christ¬ 
mas letter, which each member of the branch receives, and it never fails to reach 
the hearts of all who read it, and our thanks to him are very heartfelt. 

A short business session was soon followed by tea and coffee, mixed in with 
good wishes that the Christmas season had been a happy one to all, and that the 
new year would be one of great blessing to ourselves and the guild at large. 


Boston. —The Boston Branch of the Guild of St. Barnabas held a most enjoy¬ 
able Christmas-tree at St. Stephen’s Parish-House on the evening of December 31. 

These occasions have always been of special pleasure and the present was 
no exception to the rule. Father Osborne delivered the address at the service in 
the church and spoke most impressively on the Christmas text, which never 
becomes old or hackneyed,—“ Unto us a child is born; unto us a Son is given.” 

The preacher dwelt on the value of this great gift, by which our Saviour 
took upon Him our flesh and asked us to consider what we had to offer Him in 
return, urging us to consider on that last night of the old year how much we had 
given to God and how much we still kept from Him, for the service of the 
Almighty is not a divided service, nor can we ever satisfy Him by stopping short 
of giving Him our whole hearts. The service which a nurse has to give, being 
made up largely of self-sacrifice, is a most acceptable one when made in a proper 
spirit. 

The trouble when we feel unsatisfied with our gift usually is that we are 
keeping back too much. No more useful or earnest thought could have been given 
us for meditation during the solemn moments of the end of the year. 

In the parish-rooms the tree was as brilliantly lighted and as cheery as 
ever, and we exchanged many heartfelt wishes for a happy and prosperous new 
year. Much fun was caused by the gifts, as it has been our custom for each to 
bring one, wrapped up, and then a number is put on each and also on a Christmas 
card. These cards are passed around and each guest draws one, after which tb 
number is called out by the chaplain and the holder of the corresponding cm ' 
claims it. 

Last year Bishop Brent officiated, and we thought of him this year with 
many grateful words and good wishes. 

Our present chaplain’s efforts this year were most untiring, and even though 
some of the members had to be called several times, either from timidity or want 
of attention, all were at last made happy and many merry by what they received. 

Occasionally a man would receive a hat-pin or a stock collar, as many of the 
articles were of a feminine nature, but, on the whole, things seemed quite appro¬ 
priately distributed, and the fickle goddess Chance was on her best behavior. 

Several of our priests associate were present, and after a merry evening and 
many last words we ended our last meeting for 1902. 

The Boston Branch is on the point of losing two valued members, as Miss 
Dame is to take charge of a hospital in Canada and Miss Pridham goes to Phila¬ 
delphia for the same purpose. We are sorry to hear of the illness of the latter 
friend, and hope the change may be beneficial to her. 



